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Division 1: Unit 2

“Changing Attitudes 1” Lesson Plan

Purpose: Up to this time students have usually relied on their teachers to tell them what to do, how to do it, and when to turn it in. Even though teachers have tried to encourage students to become more independent and responsible, many students rely on other people, usually adults, to prod them along to see that they get their assignments turned in on time. In order for students to succeed in secondary school they need to develop attitudes that promote independence, self-reliance, and responsibility.

Objectives:
1. To encourage students to feel personally responsible for their learning

2. To help students understand that they can learn independently from adults a great deal of the time

3. To help them realize that becoming responsible and independent now will enable them to gain the maximum from their education and be successful in their studies

4. To help students realize that becoming independent and responsible will allow them to make career and life choices from a wider selection of options.

Materials:
1. Two suitcases, average size

2. Card, with tape on the back, with the word “Responsibility” printed in dark bold letters

3. Poster board, black marker

Activities Day 1:
1. the Pledge of Allegiance
2. Begin discussion by bringing to some cases up in front of the class. Set them down and wait for one minute before starting to talk, making sure each student is attentive to what is going on.

3. Pick up one of the suitcases. Ask a student to come up in front of the class. And the suitcase to the student. Ask him to take it back to his/her seat and sit down. At this point students do not know the significance of the suitcase.

4. Pick up the other suitcase and set it on a table so that all students can see it. Stick the “Responsibility” card on the suitcase and explained that this suitcase is the suitcase of responsibility, just like the one taken by the student. Tell them that up to this time teachers and parents have carried the suitcase more often than the students have.

5. Explained that now is the time they should begin to carry their own suitcase of responsibility and to become in charge of their learning.

Activities Day 2:
1. The Pledge of Allegiance

2. Solicit from the students ideas why become independent and responsible should be important to. (It Right down student’s responses and discuss.) Responses could include, “we have to do it sometime:” To learn more; We’lll be better able to find and keep a job; etc.

3. Discuss with the class that there are many ways that they can learn to become independent and responsible. Encouraged all to participate with their suggestions. Some responses might include, (Start writing down everything that we’re supposed to do.”; “Start managing our time better;” “Don’t wait to be reminded to do something;” etc. The teacher may have to interject some important ideas to supplement students, suggestions.

4. Discuss the above with the students. Asked them to determine what suggestions are most appropriate and appoint a student (or asked for a volunteer) to copy these ideas down in chart form to display in the classroom to serve as a cue for students.

5. *Think about making a commitment to carry their own suitcase and responsibility. Tell them they will be asked to make that commitment in class the following day. Tell them that prescription activities to follow during the next few weeks will give them the skills to become responsible and independent, and that no one will be asked to make this commitment without assistance. Explained that what they’re being asked to accomplish will be used for a meaningful life and successful career.

Generalization:
1. Keep this case with the “Responsibility” card and view the remainder of the day and week.

2. As the chart would suggest ways to become responsible in the classroom, visible to all students.

3. Acknowledge the students making an effort to become responsible. Do this throughout the day and week, as soon as it occurs. Asked students to look for this behavior and their peers and encourage them to make positive comments concerning their attempts to become more responsible.

4. Rob today, and during different class periods, attempt to really have a certain activity might be enhanced by the students’ willingness to be responsible.
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