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- The Utah Educational Savings Plan (OESP) is a tax-advantaged 529 college savings plan
designed to encourage saving for future qualified higher education expenses. Read about UESP below.
» Bank/credit union savings and CD accounts - Research terms and conditions for a savings
account that meets your needs. More information at websites such as bankrate.com,
- The Utah Individual Development Account Network (UIDAN) is a 3 to 1 savings match and
financial education program. You must meet income qualifications to participate in this program. Fingd
“out more about program eligiblity at uidan.org. ' S
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scholarships are awarded for academic merit,
~ring/community service, leadership, special
abilities, family heritage/background, and more.
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Be involved and
engaged in your
community and with
the things you're
passionate about.

INSTITUTIONAL

Tnstitutional scholarships are awarded by your college
from specific departments (your major) or for other

campus activities such as athletics and clubs,
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Search in your
comumunity at
credit unions, civie
groups, parents’
employers, religious
organizations, local

Explore at your school,
Talk with your counselor,
scholarship coordinator,
and/or college access
advisor.

businesses, etc.

Browse the web.
Use the
scholarship
checklist to

guide your search,
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Identify and make a list of your strengths. Try using a personality type assessment on
UtahFutures.org if you aren’t sure where to start,

Figure out what kind of scholarships you want to look for. There are scholarships for
academic merit, musical or artistic talent, athletics, and more.

See what scholarships your top colleges offer. Many colleges have scholarships for their
students. There are different scholarships for incoming freshmen, transfer students, nontraditional
students, and more.

Start with a web search for your talents. Try these combinations in a search engine:

» “scholarship + your talent” or
« "scholarship + your talent + college you're interested in”

For example, “scholarship + theatre arts” or “scholarship + video games + your college”

Create profiles on national scholarship search websites such as:

*  UtahFutures.org Scholarship Search
* chegg.com

«  bigfuture.collegeboard.com

' cappex.com

Note: Read through your scholarship matches carefully to decide which ones you want to apply for.

Make an appaintment with your school counselor or scholarship coordinator to find out what's
available,

Get organized. Make a list of scholarships you might want to apply for and track them using the
tools from StepUpUtah.com.

Apply. Use the scholarship toolkit at StepUpUtah.com to create stellar scholarship applications.
Many scholarships can be held until you start college, so it's never too early to apply.

Meet deadlines. Submit everything on time. You'll learn a lot from the experience, and as you
practice, you'll get better. Don’t be discouraged by rejection.
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AFS A = FREE APPLICATION FOR
= FEDERAL STUDENT AID

1at does the FAFSA do? It determines your eligibility for federal financial aid (grants, work-study,
I student loans) as well as aid from your state and college.

1en should I file my FAFSA? We recommend filing between October and March of your senior
r in high school. You can file anytime, but check yvour college’s priority deadline to see when to file your

FSA.

er $150 hillion in federal financial aid is awarded to T.8. students each year. If you don't
the FAFSA, you could be missing out on free money for college.

eryone should file. There’s no income cut-off for federal financial aid.

For College Guide

'WHY SHOULD | FILE THE FAFSA?

« It's the only way to apply for ALL federal and most state financial aid, including
grants, work-study programs, and student loans.

«  Submitting the FAFSA is a good backup plan to cover unexpected expenses —
even if you have a full-ride scholarship or savings to pay for college. Plus, you aren’t required to
accept any of the financial aid that is offered to you.

-  Many scholarships require you to submit the FAFSA as part of the application process.
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WORK-STUDY

| All you need to do to apply for You may qualify for a work-
| most grants is file the FAFSA. study job if you file the FAFSA.

*  Grants don't have to be repaid. *  Work-study jobs are usually on campus and offer

» They're based on financial need (determined by flexible hours.
the FAFSA), »  They come with financial aid benefits. i

= One of the most common grants is the Federal « They can give you work experience related |
Pell Grant (2016-17: up to $5,815/year). ) to your major in college (such as working in a

+  Ask the financial aid office at your college for chemistry lab or campus business office).

more info about available grants.
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jent loan is money you borrow to help pay for college expenses such as tuition, fees, books, and
g. Loans have to be paid back with interest — even if you don't graduate. Student loans can be
ved from the federal goverment (federal student loans) or from banks (private student loans).

IDENTIFY INTERESTS

aral loans usually offer lower interest rates Private loans have varying interest rates, may ' : _— g  BEP  Tace inerest assessments

have more flexible repayment options. You not have as many flexible repayment options, and ' = . EXPLORE DGCUPATIONS
repaying these once you graduate, leave sometimes require repayment immediately. Apply % » _ Find exciting carears

ge, or drop below half-time enrollment. for a private loan through the bank offering a loan. . 1 , B % ocvELoP PaRTRERSHIPS

y for federal loans by filing the FAFSA. f ! o , _ W s’  Benefit from community connections

DISCOVER SCHOOLS
Seek education opportunities

STRENGTHEN SKILLS
Practice with LearningExpress Library
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EMCOURABE YOUR STUDENT N THEIR WEATIGHAL JOURNEY

QTN BT AW R
START EARLY
for scholarships, or researching college costs, the earlier you start,

Whether it's saving for college, applying
student will be, If vou haven't started already, start today,

the more prepared you and your
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ERUCATE YOURSELE

There's plenty of bad information out there, and financial aid rules can change from year to year, Get the real
story on StepUpUtah.com. For more information, ask a reputable source like & school counselor, college

representative, or StepUP represgemntative.

MAKE A PLAK
Helping your student create a plan for tackling scholarships, completing the FAFSA, saving, and doing well in
school gives them the chance to openly discuss their ideas and share the responsibility.

GRIMBEDT MESIH HEMEE
SUPPHAT RESILIEMGE
Perhaps most importantly, encourage persistence, For every scholarship award, there will be a scholarship
st attempt at a seholarship essay is

rejection. Being able to bounee back is the key to succeeding. Nobody's fir !
perfect, Read through their essays and offer your suggestions. Recommend that they meet with English
teachers, college advisers, and scholarship coordinators to get expert help.
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