Planning for

COLLEGE




Your

resource guide

Planning for college is
mary decisions over the ne

you along the way.

As you make your
the information that is
scholarship deadlines, com
nake a college packing list.

Our hope is that w
will help you stay or

More resources

+ CollegeSTEPS® program
Sign up at wellsfargo.com/collegesteps and receive
erails with tips, tools, and information on ccllege
planning and meney management.

+ CollegeSTEPS magazine
Discover articles, quizzes, and checklists on topics
such as the ACT/SAT, college financing options, and
budgeting basies. Ask your local Wells Fargo banker
for a free copy.

» The Student LoanDown™ blog
Find conversations focused on everything from
college planning to paying student loans at
blogs.wellsfargo.com/studentloandown.
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Student Center

Find information on private student loans and how
to pay for college at wellsfargo.com/student or call
a knowledgeable Student Loan Consultant who can
help answer your questions each step of the way at
1-800-378-5526.

College Planning Center and calculators
Find out how to save, plan, and pay for a college

" education at wellsfargo.com/student/planning.

Online videos

Your financial aid journey in 5 steps: Meet Mr. Fellows
and Monty as they journey with you through the
financial aid process at wellsfargo.com/fivesteps.

Path to credit videos: Why is credit important? How
do I get credit? How do I build good credit? Find the
answers to these questions and more through helpful
videos found at wellsfargo.com/pathtocredit.

Information is accurate as of the date of printing and is subject to change without notice,

® 2015 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved,
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When deciding on a school, think about what you want
from your college experience and do your research to
learn all you can about prospective schools.

Use the follewing list as a guide as you work out details of
what you want out of a college.

Type of school

Size of school
Location

Academic programs

Activities

OO0O0D0a0

Financia! aid

Campus visit

The campus visit is your ultimate research task, It's
important to get a true feel of the campus vibe to see

Colleges I'm considering

if the college is a good fit for you. Be sure to make the
most of it by asking questions and keeping track of
what you learn.

Don't forget to ask students about the local hangouts,
best places to eat, and activities on campus. If
possible, check them out while you are visiting.

D

Don’t misplace the list of questions you want
to ask while you're on campus. Store them in
the pocket folder in the back of this guide for
quick reference. '

Not sure what questions to ask? When you
sign up for our CollegeSTEPS program at
wellsfargo.com/collegesteps, you'll receive
our campus tour questions guide along with
other helpful resources.

‘Document your college
impressions here

Choasing a college




When youw're applying to colleges and competing for scholarships, you want to set yourself apart from the crowd.

Volunteering in your communily is one great way to do that — and. it can be beneficial in a number of different :
ways. Volunteering helps you build character and important leadership skills that are highly regarded when you're Nho to call/contact:
| applying for college, scholarships, internships, and jobs. Community involvement can help you stand out from

other applicants and is important for your individual growth. The experiences and relationships you develop by
volunteering are invaluable and may help build skills that you can use in a variety of areas in your life.

nce you have an idea of the events or organizations you would like to volunteer for, contact the crganization or
o to their website to find out how to initiate your involvement.

i

If you haven't thought about it already, consider ways you can set yourself apart through community involvement. ;
v ¥ v ¥ _

Organizations and events that | would like to participate in:

What do you see that needs to be done in your community? Is there a park in disrepalr? Are there organizations
that could use your help (think food pantry, animal rescue league, etc.)?

I(\Iho else could be involved?

ire there student organizations looking for a project? Does your senior class want to work together on

omething? Could you partner with an existing organization in your community (Kiwanis Club, Habitat for
umanity, etc.)?

1

E’our to-do list:

§Ihat are you volunteering for and what do you need to do to prepare or help with the organization/event?

5] Developing your skills




When it comes to paying for college, put applying
for scholarships at the top of your pricrity list.
There are many schelarships out there, regardless

of whether or not you're a superstar student or
athlete. Every little bit counts, so don't discount
even seemingly small scholarships.

Here are a few ways to go about seeking scholarships:

O Visit with your school counselor to get some
direction on what scholarships you should

apply for.

OO0 Ask your parents if their workplaces or civic
organizations offer scholarships,

O Check online. Tuition Funding Sources is a
free scholarship database with over 7 million
scholarships totaling more than $41 billion in award
opportunities. Sign up and complete your personal
profile at tuitionfundingsources.com.

O Talkwith the financial aid office of the college
you'll be attending and see if they can help you
with your search as well.

[0 Check with any crganizations you are affiliated
with either as a volunteer or member — some may
offer scholarship opportunities.

Give yourself plenty of time to devote to searching and
applying for scholarships. It may seem like a lot of work
when you don't have much time to spare, but in the end,
it’s worth it to secure college meoney that doesn’t need to
be repaid.

Reminder: Many crganizations check social media when
reviewing your scholarship applications.

f_f

ficholarship list

¥
I

TIP: Some scholarships may require a resume to
be submitted with your application. Your resume
should highlight your accomplishments, whether they

are personal triumphs, professional achievernents,
extracurricular activities, community involvement and
volunteering, or academic successes, Visit with your
school counselor for more information and tips on how:
write a great scholarship resume.

_lcholarship name Special requirements Deadline o
(Fssay? Recommendation? Fic) submitted
MORE HELP
Get additional information on | |
Nz N on searchin
| 201; ’scholarshlps when you enroll in the ’
ollegeSTEPS program at wellsfargo.com/

collegesteps,

Applying for scholarships




L PAFSA may take a little while to complete — but it’s worth it! Before you begin your application,

| together some of the information you and your family may be asked for, including:

' : ' Your Social Security number (Your parents’ Social Security numbers if you are a
- ' . dependent student)

| Regardless of your income, all families should complete Here's how to get it done:
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 0O
| annually, The FAFSA is required for all federal inancial

aid and mest state and institutional aid. You will need

r driver’s license number (if you have one
Gather the required family tax and income You (ify )

information from the previous year

to complete the form each year you plan to attend [0  Obtain personal log-in information to authenticat! Student and parent income tax returns
college. Go to fafsa.ed.gov after January 1 to apply — your identity and to access your federal student aj;
the sooner you complete the FAFSA, the more financial information at fafsa.ed.gov '

aid you may receive Earnings statements (W-2 forms, recent paycheck stubs)
L0 Complete your FAFSA application as soon as
possible after January 1 each year you plan to attd

View student ald deadlines at fafsa.ed.gov/deadlines. .
college at fafsa.ed.gov Bank and investment account statements

htm. [t is important to know the federal and state aid
deadlines as well as deadlines set by the colleges you

are interested in. ;

I Records of untaxed income like Social Security, contributions to a 401(k),

. or tax-deferred pension
MORE INFO: For more information on completing t}i}en your FAFSA is complete and you receive your Student Aid Report (SAR) a couple
FAFSA, check out our Financial Aid Journey in 5 Stepseks latex, put your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) amount here for quick reference.
eBook and videos at: wellsfargo.com/fivesteps. :

Your EFC can be found on your
kmy EFC: Student Aid Report (SAR) which will
be sent a couple weeks after your
FAFSA is complete.

The SAR s a surmmayy of the information you

$// submitted on your FAFSA form,

The EFC s the dollar amount the government
calculates you and your family can pay toward
your college education, and schools will use
_this number when calculating your financial
- aid:package.

10 Completing the FAFSA




Comparing award letters can ke tricky, because they’re not all written in the same
format and they don't all use the same terms to describe the different financial aid
components, In order to help you keep it all straight, we'll break down the different
elements you may see in your award letter, and on the next page, you can record
your award/loan/family contribution amounts for each school you're considering,

80 you can compare them in an “apples to apples” format.

and refer back to.

~ Pell Grants prov1de need-hased grants to
undergraduate students. The money doesn’t have to
be repaid (unless you withdraw from school before
finishing an enrollment period).

State aid is primarily available to students who attend
college in their state of residence,

Institutional aid may be provided by public and -
" private colleges and universities to help their students
Py for tuition: and fees, | | :

TIP: Keep copies of your award letter(s) in the pocket folder in the back of this guide to quickly access

Wonderlng vvhat types ofand you m;g ht receive after comp!etmg the FAFS

are available to undergraduate and graduate students]
_a‘ctendmg college at least half-time. These loans wﬂl
' need to be repald ‘

- »mpare your
vard letters here

School #1

College name:

Tuition and fees: O

Roam and board: ‘ O

Other estimated coliege

Federal Wo'rk Study Programs are offered by
colleges to help their students earn money by worklnc
part-time,

Federal Perkins Loans are for undergraduate and,

graduate students with exceptional fimancial need.

These loans will need to be repaid. [

Federal Dii'ett Loans (subsidized and unsubsidizd

m ﬁnané'ia

expenses (Books, meals, [
laundry, computer, etc.):

Accept

Schoot #2

Accept

]
O

School #3

Accept
O

O

Total expenses:

Accept
Scholarships m|

Pell Grant

State aid/state aid loans

ﬂ'l
Institutional aid

Federal Work-Study
Federal Perkins Loan

Federal Direct Loan

OO OO O 0O g

Other aid

Accept

O OO OO0 O

Accept

O oo o oo

Total aid:

Total expenses - Total aid = Additional funds needed

@ Apply for scholarships

While scholarships may not appear on award letters, it is a financial ald option you can apply for.

Scholarships help support a student’s education, and the money doesn't have to be repaid.

Begin your search with Tuition Funding Sources for access te over 7 million scholarships, totaling
more than $41 billion, at tuitionfundingsources.com.

12

e

Note: If you are unable to pay for your Expected Family Contribution (EFC from page 11} out-of-pocket, you may need to factor it inte the

amount of additional funds needed.

Remember, you don’; have to accept all the financial aid listed in your award letters. You can choose to use

additional scholarships, savings, or other funding.

If you have additional expenses that are not covered, low-cost federal loan options or private student loans may help.

Comparing award letiers

13




Consider your options, If the funding you receive
from the school doesn’t cover your total college costs,
and other funding scurces — like savings accounts,
income, or 529 plans — aren’t encugh, you may want to
explore other government and private financing options
that may be available:

Tuition payment plans — Offered by some colleges to

help their students pay tuition in installments instead

of one lump sum at the start of the semester.

A payment plan may allow you to pay tuition in

interest-free monthly installments - rather than one

lump sum. You may be able to:

+ Spread your tuition payments over a period of
several months

« Use a payment plan in place of a traditional student
loan to make monthly payments or use it along with
your student loans and financial aid

Federal Direct PLUS Loans — Credit-based student
loans offered by the federal government. These loans
are available to graduate or professional degree students
and parents of dependent undergraduate students.

Private or alternative loans — Credit-based

student loans which may be available for graduates,
undergraduates, professional degrees, or quelified
certificate or licensure programs, There may also

be financing cptions available for anyone (such as a
parent, relative, or sponsor) who may be interested in
borrowing te help the student pay for college. These
loans are provided by banks or other lenders.

Use our Financial Aid Journey in 5 Steps eBook ay

videos to help you determine the financing optiondent loan

may fit your situation. wellsfargo.com/fivesteps |

pay- for college

TIP: Estimate your post-graduation salary at the
U.S. Department of Labor website using their

emnployment projections and median annual incom(
data at www.bls.gov/k1i2/content/students/

careers/career-exploration.htm.

Vou can alse estimate how much student loan debt}

can manage with the Debt vs, Earnings Power calcu%
at wellsfargo.com/student /planning/calculators

i
!;
}!.

Monthly Payments
Amount payment required while
borrowed Interest rate amount in school?
[ Fed I Fix [ Yes
[Pt $ . % OV [ Mo
if 71 Fed ] Fix 1 Yes
Clee $ . %ow $ [T ke
| CTFed CIFix [ Yes
1Pwt $ . % Ovar $ LI No
Clked [ Fix (7] Yes
; Libvt $ . % OVar $ [ Ko
i [ Fed F7 Fix E7 Yes
o $ . % ow $ TN
" J¥ed 1 Fix 1 Yes
Opet $ . %o $ CINo
[JFed [ Fix E1Yes
[T Put $ . % DV $ CINo
] Fed [ Fix Cles
Ot $ . % ow 3 C1io
[l Fed i Fix {TYes
{1 Pyt $ . % Dl $ [ No
1 Fed CTFx CdYes
LI Pt $ . % Dhva $ [INo
[ Fed [k [ Yes
Cite $ . %ow $ [TNo
[Z1Fed [ Fix [ Yes
1Pyt $ . o OV $ C1No

Finding additional funding

15




‘Graduation day GUESTBOOK ===

Thank you for celebrating my
graduation day with me!

Next fall, ’'m planning to

Please sign my guestbook with words of advice or your favorite m'emory
we've shared. Then, text your email address to me at ( ) -

so | can keep in touch when | head off to college!

Name + Words of advice —

6 . SR S Gladuation ey guestbook _ 7

TR TR TR




Onee high school graduation is behind you, college orientation is probably the
next bigevent on your calendar. Orlentation is your chance to get prepared for
college, so you will want to plan ahead for your trip.

Use these pages to get organized and write down the information you want to
seek out and who you want to talk with while you're there.

Yired courses:

i list of those courses you'd most like to take
Bt (15t semester, so you're prepared when its

register.

my
MAJOR,

m
MINOR.

credits

credits

credits

credits

credits

-up classes:

rourses you listed above are full, list some additional courses you'd like to take.

credits

Before you go

If you know who your roommate will be, find out ahead of time if he or she will be attending the

cradits

same orientation session as you. If you'll be there at the same time, plan to meet up in order to get
acquainted and make some plans about your room (who's bringing what, ete.).

credits

credits

Who to visit on-campus: @

credits

[0 Academic advisor

Don’t fon_*get to write down a list
of questions to ask while you're
at orientation. You can store thef]

in the pocket folder i ;
this guide. erin the back ¢

O Roommate

O Financial aid office

fcahing the mostof crientalion

19
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winter gear after Thanksgiving break to save Space

il

Laundry supplies

T Spot remover sprey  [J
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Bedding

[ Pillow-top matiress
pad (makes dorm
matiresses more
comfortable)
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o

-

d
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O

\
i

O

v

O

~ ]

O
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0

el
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- Bright fabric pillows :
add color and extra .
floor seating)
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§ fromhome
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Electronics & accessories
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O Surge protector

|

11l

|

O
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[0 Multi-plug USB
port (for charging
multiple devices
at once)
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. O Can Opener
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Congpratulations, it's move-in doy!
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Experience CAMPUS

| campus stories and show your school spirit

jou’re getting to know your campus, learning the backstory is half the fun. Many cclleges have famous
B dinteresting history, traditions, and outgoing school spirit that get passed down through generations
o students. Find out more about the people and stories from your school and youll start to feel more
¥=d to the place you now cell home.

As a college freshman, it’s important to realize that your college campus isn’t
just where you ge to school, it’s your new home for the next few years. One

important way to feel at home on campus is to become familiar with it, and tl'; é“m-.rords to your school

really experience campus life to its fullest.

How do you do that? Here are a few ideas that can help. e

3chaol colors on gama da

Find your way around

First things first, No one wants to feel lost on campus, so take some time before classes start to learn your way
around. Use your class schedule as a place to start, finding all the buildings where your classes are located.
And don't forget to locate the dining halls and the library.

. - case o
Join an on-campus group or activity ! i your school’s good
y N Proudly represent
There’s no better way to start to feel at home on your college campus than by getting involved right away. Your LCllege oy university at
classes will tale up most of your time, of course, but making friends and being part of the campus community is land away events,

a big part of why you're there as well. Keep your eyes open for groups and activities that might interest youw, ;

:art in some campus traditions
i i i school and instantly feela . -
Keep up with current campus life  the communty.
Stay in the know about what’s happening on your campus. Read your college newspaper, and attend on-campus '
events. Take part in activities organized by your dorm, clubs, fraternity, or sorority. Give yourself time to explore [
new things and find out where you fit into your new community.

") ;) -
22 L EXperience Caimps

23
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Rest of luck to you
in collegel

When you have a college education, there’s no

telling what you'll accomplish in life. Enjoy the

adventure that is to come!

i e e i A o et TR IRA ' . - |
‘ b e e e e e o el T e
E Tt = dilnaddind 14 FTTIT T I




