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Division 1 Unit 2

“Solving Problems and Making Decisions”

Purpose: It is impossible to become independent without being able to solve problems. Students may lack the skill for many reasons, but most often because they rely on other people to make decisions for them. They learn to be “helpless” and passive, allowing others to take over and make decisions and solve problems for them. Independent learning cannot happen until students learn the skill and employ it an everyday situations.

Objectives:
1. To help students understand the need to learn how to solve their own problems and make decisions, and see to the relationship between those skills and be independent learners

2. To explore the various school situations that would require students to use the skills

3. To learn the steps to problem-solving

4. To practice the steps the whole situations in the classroom, then generalize to other environmental settings

Materials:
1. Whiteboard and dry erase markers, or overhead

2. Handout on steps to problem-solving

Activities Day 1:
1. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Discuss with the students that need to be able to solve problems and find solutions to their difficulties. Tell them that, sometimes, even the easiest problem needing a solution is often left unsolved until a teacher has to intervene. Give example of the first or second grade student not doing his classroom assignment because he couldn’t find his pencil. Students may laugh at this example and say is not realistic; tell the students that this happens much too often in the lower grades. Asked students to share any similar examples they may have observed. Discuss how these incidents prevent students from being independent in the classroom.

Activities Day 2:
1. The Pledge of Allegiance

2. Discuss with the class the various incidences at school that would require them to offer. Use brainstorming technique in his responses on the board. Some might include:

a. Teacher has given an assignment and the student forgets what it is on

b. Student needs his mouth open assignment and can’t find it

c. Student is at home trying to study for test and it’s too noisy in the room

3. The advisor should fill in with other examples. Go over examples on the board and have students raise their hand if he can identify with any of them. Encourage students to be open and not afraid to admit they’ve been bothered by some of these situations, Get them to laugh at themselves.

4. Discuss with the class of the relationship between these hypothetical situations, where problem-solving and decision-making skills are needed, and becoming independent in their learning. Tell them that relying on oneself to solve problems prevents them from always having to depend on others.
Activities Day 3:
1. The Pledge of Allegiance

2. Tell the students that there is a strategy, using sequential steps, that can be used to solve almost any problem and help students make appropriate decisions. Distribute the handout and explained that this strategy will help them be learned and practice it. Have them put the handout in their notebooks.

3. Go over problem-solving steps with students. Let them practice and try to memorize the steps. Let them practice saying the steps to each other.

4. Have the students relate to were three hypothetical situations on the port to the steps so they can see how the strategy can be used in everyday situations.

Generalizations:
1. Tell the students to be good observers the remainder of the day. Have them make notations, mentally or written, of situations where they were tempted to ignore a problem or ask someone to solve the problem for them. Ask them to observe others, too, ensure with what they saw as (without naming names). Observations will be shared at the beginning of the next day’s lesson.
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